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Tiber, and, doubtless, the Greek of the Orient was the
type most largely represented in the mixed population of
Rome. Antioch became a formidable rival of Alexandria
as a social and commercial centre, and extended Greek
influence over a far wider area than did the Egyptian city.
But when we seek to know something of the social life of
this important branch of Hellenism, of the details of private
life and of the condition of women, we have absolutely no
source of information. Outside of the history of the royal
family, there is unbroken silence as to the more intimate
story of Syria.

In this concluding chapter, therefore, we shall confine
our attention to Alexandria and the court of the Ptole-
mies, whither the centre of gravity of the Greek world
trended after the fall of Greek independence and the
decline of Athens. Its great founder seems to have
shown prophetic insight in his selection of the spot on
which to build the city that should bear his name, and
the supremacy of that city was assured when Alexander
by his conquests opened up the Orient to Greek com-
merce; but the greatest good fortune of Alexandria lay
in obtaining a ruler of the ability and insight and energy
of Ptolemy Soter.

Ptolemy, the son of Lagus and Arsinoe, had grown up
with Alexander as one of his playfellows, and later be-
came one of his most trusted, though not most prominent,
generals. There is a story that, before her marriage,
Arsinoe was a mistress of Philip, and that Ptolemy was
in truth the half-brother of Alexander; but there is no
testimony to substantiate the tradition, unless it be found
in Ptolemy's likeness to Philip in intrigue and governing
power.

During the stormy years following the death of Alex-
ander, Ptolemy, alone of the generals, seems to have